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§1 As the Information Revolution accelerates, American culture and politics are undergoing their most profound upheaval since the republic’s founding. Immigration, social media, volatile markets, artificial intelligence, and great-power competition are destabilizing the old order.

§2 Donald Trump’s rise is more consequence than cause of this upheaval. Yet the coalition forming around him—most notably the alliance between Silicon Valley and American populism—could reshape politics long after he leaves the scene.

§3 This marks a remarkable reversal. In 2016, Peter Thiel stood almost alone among tech leaders in supporting Trump. By his second inauguration, prominent technology executives were actively cultivating ties with his administration.

§4 Some MAGA figures, like Steve Bannon, remain suspicious of tech billionaires. However, Vice President J. D. Vance argues that techno-optimists and populists are not destined for conflict, and Trump aims to keep the coalition intact.

§5 Dismissing this alliance as merely transactional misses its larger significance: America is re-entering a era where capitalism, technology, and populism transform one another.

§6 Since its founding, the United States has balanced two powerful forces: democracy, which demands popular agency, and capitalism, which drives technological progress and economic disruption. American statecraft has repeatedly succeeded by fostering capitalism while satisfying democratic demands.

§7 This tension sits between two traditions: the pro-business, state-building tradition of Alexander Hamilton, and the populist tradition of Andrew Jackson. Hamiltonians view economic dynamism as the bedrock of national power; Jacksonians distrust concentrated privilege but champion American enterprise.

§8 Today’s "Tech Hamiltonians" believe rapid technological development—particularly in AI—is vital to national security and prosperity. Their populist allies provide the political muscle to disrupt institutions seen as obstacles to innovation.

§9 Unlike post–Cold War Hamiltonians who championed globalization, a light regulation a cosmopolitan alliance system centered on Europe, Tech Hamiltonians are more nationalist, focused on China, are more willing to accept protectionism and immigration restrictions. They are also more skeptical of universities, bureaucracies, and traditional elites. Expecting AI to disrupt both blue- and white-collar employment, they demand a permissive environment for innovation and fear suffocating regulation.

§10 This explains their willingness to compromise on MAGA trade, immigration, and cultural stances. Software companies rely less on global physical trade, and higher domestic wages driven by immigration restrictions could accelerate automation, expanding tech adoption.

§11 Their greatest area of shared interest is reforming bureaucracy. To tech enthusiasts, traditional bureaucracy functions like a primitive form of AI: humans applying fixed rules to data. If machines can do this faster and cheaper, they argue, existing institutions become obsolete.

§12 Yet execution carries severe challenges. Tech leaders often underestimate government complexity, as early efforts by DOGE demonstrated. Reforming healthcare, education, or government agencies requires diplomacy and institutional knowledge that tech disruption rarely accommodates.

§13 The coalition itself remains fragile. Automation risks eliminating millions of jobs while concentrating wealth among tech firms. Cultural appeals and immigration policy may offer temporary unity, but long-term survival requires delivering tangible benefits to ordinary Americans.

§14 Past Republican coalitions sustained support by connecting economic shifts to shared prosperity—such as the Homestead Act or postwar homeownership. Tech Hamiltonians have yet to offer a comparable social bargain for the age of AI.

§15 The Tech Hamiltonians will not achieve total victory, but their rise reflects deeper structural shifts. As the Information Revolution reshapes business, governance and work, reconciling technological capitalism with democratic populism will define American politics for a generation.
